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Since 1991, volunteers of the Friends of the Valley Railroad 
have participated (and continue to participate) in well over 80 
track-related projects at the Valley Railroad. From clearing 
brush and inserting ties, to repairing washouts and rebuilding 
bridges and crossings, our crews have supplied the manpower 
and learned what it is like to maintain the track of a working 
railroad by hand. Above is a diagram showing the entire Valley 
line and some of the work we have done...so far.

mile 0: Amtrak property ends; Valley Railroad begins

tie insertion on mainline south - 1993

tie insertion on mainline south - 1998

rebuild approaches to Mud Creek bridge - 1996

redeck, rerail, clean and paint Fall’s River bridge - 1997

tie insertion at Essex meadow for future rerail - 1998

1999 - tie insertion and stone ballasting below Rattling Valley Road

1993 - new Dock Road crossing and switch with 107# welded rail
1993 - stone and lining/tamping at Riverside
1999 - built new Deep River Creek bridge

2007 - helped rebuild track from Chester switch south through 
      Railroad Avenue crossing

1999 - new stone ballast on rerail

 1/4-mile retie/rerail to 107# to Fall’s River bridge - 1997

1999 - 1/8-mile retie/rerail to 107# from Rattling Valley Road
      to Richard’s Curve

1998 - 1/4-mile retie/rerail to 107# through Richard’s Curve

1998 - 1/4-mile retie/rerail to 107# in the hole in Chester

1997 - 1/4-mile rerail with 107# from Dock Road to Ferry Road

1999 - built new Chester Creek bridge

1995 - signals installed at Dock Road Chester

1998 - built new Dock Road Chester crossing with 107# and 
      rubber flanges

1999 - built new Waterhouse Brook bridge

2009 - built Hadlyme flagstop station

1995 - built new Ferry Road crossing with 115# rail and 1/8 mile 107#
      retie/rerail with full signals and gates

1995 - new ties, stone ballasting and lining/tamping on curve 
      below Parker’s Point Road

1991 - tie insertion from old washout to Parker’s Point Road

1992 - tie insertion from Parker’s Point Road to MP 11

1992 - crossed into Haddam for the first time, on reactivated track

1993 - Valley crane was used to fill a big washout at MP 11

1993 - tie insertion and opened 4/10-mile at Broadway

repaired springtime wash-out on active track at Broadway - 2010

repaired and reopened the last of the closed bridges - 2000

500 ties installed from Broadway to Rt. 82 - 1994

built new Rt. 82 crossing with 115# rail - 1995

tie insertion and joint work between Rt. 82 and Midway Marina - 1998

cleared brush out of Goodspeed yard and cleared the track - 1995
    11/4-miles to Midway Marina           

built new 107# turnout north end of Goodspeed yard - 2001
ripped out and replaced 2 new yard tracks and tie change-out           

in north end of yard to 200 ft beyond north switch           

built new lead track and new 107# turnout on south end - 2000
of yard, also moved and restored the new yard office           

tie insertion from Goodspeed’s north switch to extend - 2003
operable track to current stop pole at MP 12.7           

rebuilt house track switch in Goodspeed yard - 2005

repainted Goodspeed yard office - 2007

tie work on curve of Goodspeed house track to facilitate - 2007
    swap of CV hopper and NH boxcar on that track            

cleared line from Midway Marina to south end of Haddam - 1999
    station site           

2013 - installed 15 ties Midway Marina to Gates Way

 installed 18 ties GDYL to Midway Marina -2014

installed 408 ties to extend line - 2012-4

installed 15 ties Midway Marina to Gates Way - 2013

2014 - installed 71 ties Gates Way to Haddam Transfer Station

2007 - replaced  the bent rail in the crossing just south 
      of the Mill River Bridge MP 14.6

2003 - cleared track from Mill River Bridge south to Gates Way 
      and dug out some fill

2000 - cleared line from south end of Haddam Meadows to the
      main entrance of the park

2001 - cleared line from north entrance of Haddam Meadows to
      washout just below Higganum center to MP 17.7

 cleared siding track into Pratt & Whitney - 2010

new crossing at Pratt & Whitney - 2012

installed 61 ties Higganum to Maromas - 2013

installed 61 ties Higganum to Maromas - 2013

700-foot rerail and new private crossing connecting to the - 1996
new Rt. 82 crossing to the south           

1993 - new stone and tamping on curves by MP 10

1994 - 1/8-mile retie/rerail to 107# below Essex Street

mile 3.97: Essex station, yard, and engine house

mile 7.59: Deep River Station, yard, and riverboat connection

mile 8.56: Chester station and siding

mile 9: beginning of track expansion; old end of regular trains

mile 9.7: new end of regular scheduled trains

mile 12.13: Goodspeed yard, station, and yard office

mile 16.2: Main entrance to Haddam Meadows State Park

mile 21.67 VRR property ends and Providence & Worcester begins
    at Maromas station site

installed more ties on beginning of curve below Midway Marina - 2007

 changed bent rail at Midway Marina - 2011

2005 - repaired wing wall and back filled south approach to Higganum bridge

2014 - installed 26 ties washout to Higganum bridge

2005 - cleared track from Higganum station site to MP 19.625 in Middletown

2004 - removed fill on tracks just north of Higganum station site 
      and at site of Old Landing Road over pass

2002 - cleared track from washout at MP 17.7 to Higganum station site

2002 - unclogged culvert at washout at MP 17.7

2006 - built set-off track at Haddam Meadows main entrance

2014 - installed new crossing at Haddam Meadows

2012 - installed new crossing at Haddam Transfer Station

2005 - installed ties and rail to make main line passable at missing house 
    track switch at Higganum station site

replaced broken rail behind Pratt & Whitney - 2006

 tie work between the two bridges MP 19.7 to MP 20.3 - 2012

 unclogged culvert near beaver dam in Middletown at MP 19.5 - 2011

finished clearing line from MP 19.625 to end of our track - 2006
and the Maromas station site           

2014-5 - installed 105 ties north to washout 

installed 1,032 ties, extending Goodspeed yard limit to MP 13.8 - 2014-6

installed 38 ties from washout to Maromas - 2015-6

installed 528 ties extending Goodspeed yard limit - 2017


